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1940s and 1950s
The Era Of The Second World War

Inspirational 50s
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Discover and Unc

explore the dynamic relationship between
history and fashion during World War Il and
the post-war era

appreciate the innovation and resilience
of fashion amidst historical challenges
and societal changes

identify and discuss iconic fashion icons
and their influence on popular culture
during the 1940s and 1950s

foster critical thinking and reflection
among participants regarding the
intersection of history, society, and fashion



ashion Detectives

Source: Freepik
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Women

+ Tweeds and plaids
* Bright colours
 Shorts skirts

e Suits

* Boxy jackets
 Flat shoes

* Knitted accessories

Source: EOTO:FORTEPAN /
Lissdk Tivadar, CC BY-SA 3.0,
via Wikimedia Commons

Source: FOTO:FORTEPAN / Lissak Tivadar, CC Source: EQTOFORTEPAN / Lissak
BY-SA 3.0. via Wikimedia Commons Tivadar, CC BY-SA 3.0, via Wikimedia
Commons
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Children

Zoot suit

Inexpensive materials
Reused clothing

Men

« Military uniforms
Source: Kingmidas9ll, CC BY-SA 4.0, via 1

* Reused clothing
Wikimedia Common  Zoot suit

fantasy,

Vogue 1940
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Inspirational 50s

Christian Dior's "New Look"

Christian Dior's "New Look" collection, including the "Corolle" line,
symbolized a departure from the austerity of wartime fashion.

Characterized by feminine silhouettes, rounded shoulders, narrow
waists, and longer skirts, reintroducing extravagance and luxury
reminiscent of pre-war styles.

The cocktail dress became a staple for semi-formal events.

Source:
www.serge-heftler-louiche.com, CC BY
4.0, via Wikimedia Commons

Contradictions with feminists, criticizing
its return to traditional gender roles and
societal divisions emerging over access
to such lavish styles.

Source: shakko, CC BY-SA 3.0, via
Wikimedia Commons

“] create so that is the most beautiful.”

Christian Dior


https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Christian_Dior_(Moscow_exhibition,_2011)_26.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Christian_Dior_(Moscow_exhibition,_2011)_26.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Christian_Dior_et_Serge_Heftler-Louiche_a_Copenhague.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Christian_Dior_et_Serge_Heftler-Louiche_a_Copenhague.jpg

Source: State Library of New.

collection, No restrictions, Vi
Commons

Inspirational 50s
Katharine Hepburn

Leisure

High waisted slacks
Button-down shirts

The actress promoted a relaxed aesthetic, freedom
of movement and convenience, which extended to
children’s and men’s fashion.

obey fun.
Katharine Hepburn
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I nspi rationa I Sos Teddy Boys & Youth cul‘ture-
Men's Fashion

Jeans and
synthetic
(EVCHELS

Greased-back
hairstyles

Coloured
shirts

Leather

jackets

Narrow
trousers

Source: Southend-on-Sea City Council, CCO, via
Wikimedia Commons
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ational 50s
en's Fashion

(raa )

Casual Style ]

Dressy
trousers

flannels

Patterned

ce: Deutsche Fotothek, CC BY-SA 3.0

ia Wikimedia Commons

Charles James’ baby designs

Designer Charles James extended his
meticulous design approach to baby
playsuits, reflecting a growing emphasis
on children's fashion during the decade.

Formal Style

PR
el BB

White ankle
socks

Shiny black
shoes

Tied ribbons
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Inspirational 50s
Designers of the era

Source: Los Angeles Times. CC BY Source: Larry Bessel, Los Angeles ; : B
70 e e e Times, CC BY 4.0, via Wikimedia Source: Nationaal Archief, CCO, via

Commons Wikimedia Commons

Coco Chanel Hubert de Givenchy Pierre Balmain
“Fashion fades, only style “If fashion is good, it has no “Good fashion is evolution,
remains the same” epoch” not revolution”
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Dior vs. Hepburn:
Fashion Debate

Source: Freepik
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Revolutionary Inventions for Fashion

Bikini

e Louis Réard,
« Bikini Atoll,
* Micheline Bernardini
* Revolution of beachwear fashion
* Symbolizing liberation in the post-war era

caland  from New
kimedia Commons

bikini the atom bomb
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Revolutionary Inventions for Fashion

Source: MoMu - Fashion Museum

Antwerp, CCO, via Wikimedia Commons

Stiletto heel
» Salvatore Ferragamo
* Charles Jourdan
* Spread throughout Europe and

the US
» Staple of fashion footwear

Source: Erik Liljeroth, Nordiska museet,
CC BY 4.0, via Wikimedia Commons

Polyester
 DuPont
* Cheaper than nylon

» Strength and durability
* Popular for clothing,
household items, and
industrial products
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Bette Davis

Source: In-house publicit

still,  Public _domain, via

Wikimedia Commons

Ingrid Bergman

Source: Nordiska museet
(Nordic Museum), EE
BY-SA 4.0, via Wikimedia

Commons
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James Dean

Source: In-house publicity still,

Public _domain,

via__Wikimedia

Commons

Marlon Brando

Source: Carl Van_ Vechten,
Public domain, via Wikimedia

Elvis Presley

Source: Rossano aka Bud Care,
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Star Icons

Audrey Hepburn

Source: Anefo, CC BY-SA 3.0
NL, via Wikimedia

Commons

Grace Kelly

Source: Colouring: Pierre
Tourigny from Gatineau,
Canada, Public domain, via

Wikimedia Commons

Brigitte Bardot

Source: ETH-Bibliothek
Zurich, Bildarchiv /
Fotograf: Comet Photo AG
(Zurich)/

COREEICs T REO01 . =f6C
BY-SA 4.0, CC BY-SA 4.0, via
Wikimedia Commons

Sophia Loren

Source: ETH-Bibliothek
Zurich, Bildarchiv "
Fotograf: Comet Photo AG
(Zurich) / Com_X-1060-007
[ CC BY-SA 40. CC BY-SA
40, via Wikimedia
Commons

Marilyn Monroe

Source: Los Angeles Times,
CC BY 4.0, via Wikimedia

Commons


https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Audrey_Hepburn_in_1966.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Audrey_Hepburn_in_1966.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Audrey_Hepburn_in_1966.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Grace_Kelly30419.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Grace_Kelly30419.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Grace_Kelly30419.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Grace_Kelly30419.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Brigitte_Bardot_1961.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Brigitte_Bardot_1961.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Brigitte_Bardot_1961.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Brigitte_Bardot_1961.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Brigitte_Bardot_1961.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Brigitte_Bardot_1961.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Brigitte_Bardot_1961.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Sophia_Loren_Com_X-L060-007_crop_2.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Sophia_Loren_Com_X-L060-007_crop_2.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Sophia_Loren_Com_X-L060-007_crop_2.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Sophia_Loren_Com_X-L060-007_crop_2.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Sophia_Loren_Com_X-L060-007_crop_2.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Sophia_Loren_Com_X-L060-007_crop_2.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Sophia_Loren_Com_X-L060-007_crop_2.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Marilyn_Monroe_1953_crop.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Marilyn_Monroe_1953_crop.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Marilyn_Monroe_1953_crop.jpg

Fashion Time Capsule

Source: Pixaba
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Conclusion

Framework:
World War Il

Fashion:
utilitarian designs and rationing of materials

Women:
utility look

Men:
casual style, zoot suit, military clothing

Framework:
transition towards elegance and sophistication

Fashion:
Christian Dior's "New Look" vs. Katharine
Hepburn's casual style

Women:
tailored dresses and impeccable grooming

Men:
rise of youth culture and Teddy-boys style

Innovation:
bikini, stiletto, nylon



1940s and 1950s Rewind

1thing you found 1 question or aspect
interesting or learnt! you'd like to learn
more about!

Interesting!!




“Fashion has two purposes: comfort and love. Beauty comes

3 99
when fashion succeeds.

— Coco Chanel

Source: State Library of Queensland, Australia, No restrictions, via Wikimedia Commons
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