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1920s and 1930s
Emancipation and the Great Depression

Fashion

Extravagance
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Discover and Uncover

critically analyse the connection between
different events and trends, uncovering
cause-effect dynamics

gain insights on how fashion and

creativity can challenge and/or reflect
social norms

foster collaboration and co-creation as
method to enhance creativity and its
expression




Guess what?

Source: Wikimedia Commons



https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:MGM_Chorus_Girls.png

1920s: The Roaring Twenties -
and Emancipation e
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1920s: The Roaring Twenties
and Emancipation
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The Roaring Twenties and
Emancipation

As WWI came to an end, economic prosperity encouraged

social and cultural change, bringing Iliberation and
experimentation.

.

The Roaring Twenties, the Golden Age, Années Folles, or Crazy
Years, are some of the terms used to describe this period of
history in North America, Europe, and France.

Source: Wikimedia commons
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However, the exuberance of this decade suffered a setback
with the Great Depression in 1929, which lasted ten years



https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Restaurant_Criterion_dancing_in_Londen_tijdens_de_Roaring_Twenties,_SFA001005280.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Alicejoyce1926full_crop.jpg

Fashion Extravagance -
Introduction

The Golden Age -
The Age of Simplicity

e Inthe aftermath of World War |, gender roles were
rewritten. A concept of new womanhood was born. The
right to vote and the economic prosperity were
game-changers.

e Glitz and glamour meet simplicity, blurring the line
between extravagance and elegance.

e The political and cultural liberation found its expression in
music and dance (Jazz Age).

Richard Bennett, noted actor, calling at National Woman's Party.
Headquarters, underwrites the Equal Rights campaign, and declare
- "Certainly I am a feminist and will stand back of you women until

the Equal Rights Amendment is passed by Congress."

Source: Loc’s public archive



https://loc.getarchive.net/media/richard-bennett-noted-actor-calling-at-national-womans-party-headquarters-underwrites

Fashion Extravagance

The Flapper: a concept
and a style

The term flapper
coming originally from

Great Britain, was used
in the U.S. to depict a

woman with:

Flapper was associated with Jazz, drinking alcohol and smoking
cigarettes.

During the daytime, flapper attires were embellished with sleeves pleated
or tiered skirts crafted from cotton jersey. But at night, the dress was
adorned with rhinestones, fringes, and Art Deco motifs.

Source: Wikimedia Commons



https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Flapper_%5E_Dapper_-_Flickr_-_SoulStealer.co.uk.jpg

Fashion Extravagance

The Flapper:
daytime fashion

pleated
sleeves

short skirt

Source: Rawpixel


https://www.rawpixel.com/image/3315665/free-illustration-image-fashion-antique-people-illustrations

Fashion Extravagance

The Flapper:
evening style
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https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Art_-_Go%C3%BBt_-_Beaut%C3%A9,_Feuillets_de_l%27_%C3%A9l%C3%A9gance_f%C3%A9minine,_Mai_1929,_No._105,_9e_Ann%C3%A9e,_p._29,_RP-P-2009-1923-28.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Art_-_Go%C3%BBt_-_Beaut%C3%A9,_Feuillets_de_l%27_%C3%A9l%C3%A9gance_f%C3%A9minine,_F%C3%A9vrier_1926,_No._66,_6e_Ann%C3%A9e,_p._12_Cr%C3%A9ation_Premet_Cr%C3%A9ation_Doeuillet,_RP-P-2009-4182-12A.jpg

Fashion Extravagance

La garconne beyond
gender norms

“La Gargonne” a novel written by Victor Margueritte in 1922: the
story of a young woman, rejecting the rules of the bourgeois
society, portrayed a new era of independence and freedom no

longer only for men.
In fashion, it usually refers to the popular short hairstyle of the decade
and a simple and smooth clothing style.

This style epitomised 1920s clothing with its low waist and slinking
hemlines, which could be made from affordable materials.

Source: Wikimedia commons



https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Victor_Margueritte_-_La_Gar%C3%A7onne,_1922.djvu

Fashion Extravagance
La Garconne and Flapper Innovation

Fashion Gender Cultural

revolution norms revolution

Looser silhouettes, shorter hemlines, and New confidence and freedom blurred Women conquered gradually more

more practical fabrics like jerseys offered the line between masculine and freedom, thanks also to the right to vote,

a sense of freedom. feminine, challenging gender and social which did not hide the will to assert their
norms. identity and independence.

Source: DeviantArt
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https://www.deviantart.com/a-little-bit-lexical/art/1920s-Timeline-494198477

Consumerism in the Roaring Twenties

Mass
advertising
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Vibrant
culture



Go-To items
in the
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Source: Library of Congress

Coats and Fur: a status-symbol
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Source: Wikirnedia commons SR Cloche hat and short hair

Source: Wikimedia commons



https://www.loc.gov/item/mnwp000056/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:MGM_Chorus_Girls.png
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:AMELIA_EARHART_AND_MRS._FRANKLIN_ROOSEVELT.jpg

Men's fashion in the
Twenties

The Roaring Twenties said goodbye to starched (or detachable)
collars and three-pieces suits (jacket, vest and trouser) to
welcome soft collars and one- or two-button suit jackets.

Men wore fitted suit jackets with softly sloping shoulders and
tailored suits with cuffed pants, creating a sharp silhouette.

Men's fashion became less formal, and sportswear gained popularity.

Source: Wikimedia commons



https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:MGM_Chorus_Girls.png

Fabrics and materials of the 1920s|
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https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Art-Go%C3%BBt-Beaut%C3%A9,_1924_Gringallet.-_Tailleur_de_lainag,_RP-P-2009-4016.jpg

Gabrielle Coco Chanel popularized
women's trousers and La Gargonne
style, introduced the first two-piece

suit in the 1920s, and played a role in
liberating women from uncomfortable
clothing.

Source: Wikimedia commons

Jeanne Lanvin's designs embraced Art
Deco patterns and straight silhouette,
adorned by ribbons, flowers, lace and

pearls. She was the first designers to
launch a children’s fashion line.

Source: Wikimedia commons

Sonia Delaunay perfectly combined art
and fashion, inventing ‘simultanéisme’,
vibrant colors and geometric form
placed next to each other

Source: Wikimedia commons

Jean Patou designed clothes to free
women from discomfort, developing

fashionable sportswear such as knitted
wool jersey swimsuits.

Source: Wikimedia commons



https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Jeanne_Lanvin_Harcourt.jpg?uselang=de
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Coco_Chanel,_1920.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Jean_Patou.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Sonia_Delaunay_wearing_Casa_Sonia_creations,_Madrid,_c.1920.jpg

Créaticns Jeas PATOU /

Evening ensemble
spring/summer 1923
by Jeanne Lanvin

Two-piece suit Simultaneous dress Tres Parisien, 1926

by Coco Chanel by Sonia Delaunay by Jean Patou

\Vikimedia commons Source: Wiki Art Source: Picryl

Source: Wikimedia commons


https://www.wikiart.org/en/sonia-delaunay/simultaneous-dresses-three-women-forms-colours-1925
https://picryl.com/media/tres-parisien-1926-no-2-pl-10-creations-jean-patou-nenuphar-fe6522
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Evening_ensemble_MET_84.4a-c_CP3.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:1965_purple_Chanel_suit.jpg?uselang=de

True False: It's time to
debate!




The Austerity of the 30s

The Great Depression lasted from 1929 to 1939, resulting in
widespread poverty, high unemployment rates, and social unrest.

Far-right parties benefited from the economic stagnation and
general discontent, paving the way for the ascent of fascism in Italy
and Nazism in Germany.

Despite efforts, such as the New Deal plan, the American economy
had not fully recovered by the decade's end, and the specter of
World War Il cast its ominous shadow.

puven oo

Source: Wikimedia commons

The statue represents one of the most symbolic moments of the Great
Depression: the breadline. Often funded by privates, free food was
distributed to unemployed or people particularly affected by the Great
Depression.

Source: Wikimedia commons



https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Great_depression.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:FDR-Memorial-The-Breadline-detail.jpg

Chic on a budget -

Introduction
Femininity and Conservatism

Low paid jobs
for women
higher
waistlines
accessibility

Source: Wikimedia commons

Source: Freepik


https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:American_women%27s_jazz_band_%22Ingenues%22,_Central_Station,_Sydney,_late_1920%27s_-_Sam_Hood_(3445843259).jpg
https://fr.freepik.com/photos-gratuite/mains-creant-vetements-se-bouchent_15516558.htm#query=retouche%20couture&position=0&from_view=keyword&track=ais_user&uuid=4166bc19-cd2f-41cc-90da-7685eedd3c7d

New affordable fabrics were
purchased to embellish and

o
adapt short skirts of the
Ch Ic on a bUdget Roaring Twenties to the modest

style of the Thirties.

Hollywood and Fashion
Tre n d S The silhouette is emphasised

with broad shoulders or
shoulders pads and puffed

During this time, fashion was profoundly influenced by films
sleeves.

and specifically Hollywood.

Stars like Greta Garbo, Marlene Dietrich, and Bette Davis were
just some of the fashion icons of those years.

The growth of the beauty industry and makeup allowed ladies ) ;
to emulate their favorite stars at a minimal expense. Hooverette’, an apron-style
garment, emerged as home

wear.

=

The evening dresses took on
long hemlines and new fabrics
like metallic lame were
introduced.




Chic on a budget
Men's fashion in the ‘30s

Men's fashion became more democratic, accessible, and less
formal.

A more casual style emerged, characterized by knitted sweaters
and soft-collared shirts.

Blazers and sports jackets with flannel trousers and
open-necked gained popularity, borrowed from sporting pursuits.

In the mid-to-late 1930s, new materials like sharkskin, a synthetic
fabric, became fashionable for suits.

9

‘I find men's clothing fascinating because sometime
between, say, 1930 and 1936 a handful of basic shapes
were created and still prevail as a sort of scale of
expression, with which every man can project his own

personality and his own dignity.”

Yves Saint Laurent

Source: Metropolitan museum of art libraries



https://libmma.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15324coll12/id/9147

The innovations and trends of the 30s

Bias cut, introduced by
Zippers, inspired by Madeleine Vionnet,
Rayon, easy to dye, soft Hollywood, they consists of cutting fabric
and accessible. revolutionized fashion at a 45-degree angle
and social normes. creating soft flowing
dresses.

Bold geometric shapes
influenced by Art Deco
emerged and floral
pattern became more
prevalent.

Source: Wikimedia commons Source: Wikimedia commons Source: Wikimedia commons Source: Wikimedia commons



https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Rayon_sample.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Zippers.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:DUNAND_Jules_John_-_MADELEINE_VIONNET.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Romance_sans_paroles_(1923)_fashion_illustration_in_high_resolution_by_George_Barbier._Original_from_The_Rijksmuseum._Digitally_enhanced_by_rawpixel.jpg

Greta Garbo popularized the trousers
and she is considered one of the first

fashion icons to promote the
androgynous look.

Source: Wikimedia commons

Bette Davis marked the history of
cinema, becoming the first actress (and
also compared to her male colleagues)
to receive 10 Academy Awards
nominations.

Wallis Simpson is known for being the
wife of former king Edward VIII, she
became famous for her unconventional
style, a mix between glamour and
sensuality.

Source: Wikimedia commmons

Josephine Baker was a symbol of the
Jazz Age, but a fashion icon widely

known for the famous “banana skirt”
and for embracing menswear.

Fashion icons
IN the ‘30s

Source: Wikimedia commons

Source: Wikimedia commons



https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Garbo_in_Inspiration.jpg?uselang=de
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Bette_Davis_in_Fashions_of_1934_(cropped).jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Vincenzo_Laviosa_-_Duke_and_Duchess_of_Windsor_-_Google_Art_Project_(cropped).jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Portrait_of_Josephine_Baker,_Paris_LCCN2004662545.jpg

Thirties Gallery




Framework:

The end of World War |, economic
prosperity, right to vote for women, mass
media, Jazz music and consumerism

Fashion and society:
the flapper and la garconne

Freedom in fashion:
loose silhouette and short hemlines

Men attire:
less formal suits and sportswear

1920s trends:
comfortable fabrics and adornments

Conclusion

Framework:
The Great Depression, social unrest and
poverty, the rise of far-right parties

Fashion and society:
conservatism, Hollywood and fashion
icons

Austerity in fashion:
feminine silhouette, long hemlines, broad
shoulders

Men attire:
casual style, blazers and sports jackets,
sportswear inspiration

1930s trends:
hooverette, zipper, bias cut, toiles, bold
prints




mmh, not
bad this
workshop!



“In difficult times fashion is always outrageous”.
— Elena Schiaparelli - fashion designer

Source: Wikimedia commons



https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Ingenues_arrive,_Central_Station,_Sydney,_1928-1929_-_by_Sam_Hood_(3273040187).jpg
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